FAITH FOR TODAY

Monday — Different Priorities
Tuesday — Just Because Someone Believes
Sunday PM Something Doesn’'t Make It So
Sunday Bible Classes Wednesday—Even The Amish Have Religious
Wednesday Night Thured TD'VI'_S.ltoln Too Lat

- ursday —Too Little, Too Late
Contribution Friday —How Two Nice Girls Lost, But Won

LAST WEEK’S RECORD
Sunday AM

SERMONS
AM - “The Nicest Thing That Anyone Has Ever Done For Us”
PM - James 15: “Forgetting God” (James 4:13-17)

THOSE TO SERVE SUNDAY JANUARY 15, 2012

Song Leader AM Clay Thomasson PM Donald Knox

Opening Prayer AM  Harry Smith PM Cecil Green

Closing Prayer AM Donald Knox PM Greg Bryant

Scripture Reading AM Greg Bryant PM Trey Lindsey
Announcements—John Evers

Lord’s Table AM PM

Alan Lindsey Jed Blackwell ~ Charles Thomasson

Harry Smith Eddie Lindsey  Lester Thomasson

Andy Wiggins Trey Lindsey

Russell Rigdon John Evers

Greeters Jody Dillard-Ronnie Dixon-Curtis & Margie Thomasson
Ushers Thagard Colvin-Monty Russell

Nursery AM  Sharon Dye Hazel McClain PM Angie Garner Niva Harrison

MISSIONS
East Tennessee School of Preaching Jeremy Gillentine
Forkland, AL Church Murk Thomas
Gray, GA Church Glen Schliebner
Guyana Jerry Davidson,Wayne Pruette, Dharmendra Ramgobin
Honduras Phil Waldron
Hurley Church, Hurley, MS Steven Lucas
India Ron Clayton
Indonesia Colin McKee
Jackson Chapel Church, Leesville, LA
Philippines Tomas Lizardo
Philippines & Others Demar Elam
Romania Harvey Starling
Tanzania Brett & Christie Harrison
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MINISTER
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SERVICES
Bible Study 9:30 AM
Worship 10:30 AM
Pew Packers 5:00 PM
Worship 5:00 PM

Wed. Bible Study 7:00 PM
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Reason To Rejoice: We are still rejoicing over Taran
Carrasco’s decision to obey the gospel Wednesday night. We
are not alone in our rejoicing for “...there is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10).
We commend Taran for this wonderful choice that she has
made. Let us all encourage her now as a new born in Christ to
grow and continue down the path of faithfulness.

No Laughing Matter: According to a recent news report, back
in October, 300 professional clowns from Mexico and Central
America were at a convention in Mexico City where they staged
a protest against drug-cartel violence by laughing in unison, non-
stop for 15 minutes in protest. | do not want to criticize what
these clowns were trying to accomplish , but sin, in any from, is
no laughing matter. Sin is man’s decision to break the will of
God in any way. Whether the sin involves selling harmful drugs
to others and murder or simply spreading gossip or telling a
“little white lie,” sin is no laughing matter. It is black, vile, and
disgusting , and we have all committed it. Praise be to God that
we who are Christians have the forgiveness of Jesus Christ!
With His precious blood He cleanses our every sin (1 John 1:7).
Certainly the application of the blood of Christ to the sin-stained
life is a better response to sin than laughter. Thanks be to God
for the precious blood of the lamb (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Today’s Scripture: “Buried with Him in baptism, in which you
also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12)

Eddie



DO YOURSELF A FAVOR

Although there are eternal rewards promised to the faithful child of God, Jesus never
intended that Christianity be a Quid Pro Quo arrangement. To the contrary, Christi-
anity is giving without expecting, much less demanding, anything in return from our
fellow man. The religion of Christ is at its core selflessness. Do yourself a favor.

Give without wanting something in return. Give like Barnabas, not like Ananias and
Sapphira (Acts 4,5). Give simply because it is the Christ-like thing to do. Don’t keep
a tally of favors given and favors returned. If Jesus had limited His favors given in a
relationship to the ones He received, mankind would be without a Savior. Do yourself
a favor.

Study to show yourself approved to God (2 Tim. 2:15). Don’t acquire knowledge
just to show others how smart you are. Don’t study so you can pontificate , lifting
yourself up like some sort of specialist on the Bible. Study so you can help yourself
and others get to heaven. That’s the reward!

Pray for others more than yourself. Too often we devalue prayers to nothing but a
wish list. We use it as a fire escape in times of trouble. How much time do you
spend praying for the church, the sick, and the lost? How often are we, like the Phari-
see, compelled to somehow inform an all-knowing God of our qualities? There is no
gain in that at all. Rather the one who is blessed in his prayer is the one who shows
contrition and makes confession (see Luke 18: Psalm 5; Isaiah 64).

Work without the need for recognition. Be content to work for praise of God, not
men. Too many want to blow their own horn, making sure everyone sees every little
thing they do for the church. This is not what is meant by the title of this article. The
glory of good works is to be aimed toward God, not self (Matt. 5:16).

Extend kindness not to receive thanks, but because this is what Jesus did. He is
our example (1 Peter 2:21). What made the good Samaritan good was the fact he
extended kindness for kindness sake, with no desire for anything in return. Do your-
self a favor and see Christianity for what it really is: a system of doing good for others,
while unconcerned about equanimity or repayment here on earth. Jesus said, “For
great is your (Matw&12)d Da yourselfea g&avoeamd get there!

Mike Jones-Evergreen Bulletin

Smile A While — He wanted to be sure— A man went deer hunting. He came into
the camp after dark and asked, “Is Joe here?”— Joe answered , “yes.” “Is John
here?”— John answered— “Yes.”—’Is Jim here?”—Jim answered, “Yes, we are all
here.” The hunter then said, “Then I've killed a deer.”

NEWS & NOTES

SICK: Ann Thomasson continues to recover at home. Walter McKowen, son of
Diane Phillips has been diagnosed with stage 4 non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Danny
Little came through his surgery really good and is now at home recovering, but will
be having surgery again on February 17. Arlis Adams, brother of Audie Thomasson
has been moved to Andalusia Manor. Royce Blackmon, uncle of Debbie Greene
and Cindy Thompson has been diagnosed with bladder cancer. Remember all of
these, also Cathy Bozeman, Judy Knox, Mildred Stokes, Gloria Bearden, Billy
Stokes, Doris and Bill Hicks, and others who have asked an interest in our prayers.

BAPTISM: Taran Carrasco

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP _ will be tonight following evening service. New Care
group 1 will be in charge.

ELDERS MEETING tomorrow night in the annex.
CONGRATULATIONS to Jessica Bryant and Andrew Gibson on their marriage on
January 7. They will be living in Greenville.

GOLDEN AGE BANQUET _ will be Sunday, February 5 following the morning ser-
vice for all those age sixty and above. If anyone would like to make a donation to
help with banquet, please see Heather Blackwell or Kriston Bush. There is a sign
up sheet in the lobby if you would like to help with the food.

BIBLE BOWL _participants need to be studying James chapters 1-4. The goal for
completion of these chapters is Sunday, January 22nd. For questions, see Monty
Russell or Mark Garner.

VISITING SPEAKER: Harvey Starling will be speaking to combined classes and
preaching at the morning worship service. On Sunday, January 29.

JANUARY PANTRY ITEMS : canned vegetables

On the table in the vestibule are inserts for the church directory that are sized and
punched to replace the membership listings in the directories we received a few
years ago. There should be enough for all the directories that were distributed . If
you have not picked up a copy please do so.

The ladies will be taking donations through the months of January and February to
help Brett & Christie Harrison in their mission work in Geita, Tanzania. If you would
like to donate to this cause see Audie Thomasson, Hazel McClain, or Sharon Dye.




